REFORM IN THE PRESS
damages or penalties. It is forbidden to publish
the text of laws and decrees before they have
been officially given out. Severe penalties are
enforced in the case of insult to any of the creeds
or nationalities of Turkey, a very necessary pro-
vision for the public peace. On the other hand,
scientific discussion of religious questions is per-
mitted, in itself a remarkable departure in a
Mohammedan country. Other penalties are
fixed for inciting to crime, for blackmail, or for
publishing indecent text or illustrations.
The third chapter treats of the pains and
penalties for libel, with a regular tariff, ranging
from the Sultan and the Sovereigns of friendly
Powers, down to Ambassadors, Consuls, Mem-
bers of Parliament, Ministers of the Crown and
private individuals. Provision is made in the
fourth chapter for Press censorship in time of
war and for the suppression, if necessary, of
foreign newspapers in the country by the Council
of Ministers. There is a separate Law of
Printing Presses, but the only article of general
interest is one prohibiting reproduction of the
Koran, either in whole or in part, without special
permission from the office of the Sheikh-ul-Islam,
at Constantinople, as well as from the local
Committee of Public Instruction and Provincial
Governors (muftis). The reproduction must
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